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There are more than 5 senses.    I stay young in at least six ways.  Let’s see- there’s sight, sound, smell, taste and touch; these are the usual ones we consider. But there’s at least one more sense.  I stay young for a seventy-something year old dude by seeing the exuberance of youth. 


I see teachers being mother to children who are not their own.    I see volunteers from the community reading to children on the steps. I see five first graders bringing in an injured classmate that needs a bandage and some TLC.


I hear youthful prayers being said as I walk by a classroom. I hear the Pledge of Allegiance being recited with enthusiasm. I hear fun songs and religious songs being sung as I near the chapel. That keeps me young.


I smell popcorn from the microwave as a teacher prepares a special treat. I smell Pine sol in the lavatories from dedicated custodians that care about sanitation for our children.


I taste the special treat at a faculty meeting provided by caring ladies of the community.    I taste the treats left anonymously on my desk from a child saying, “I love you Brother Dee.” This keeps me youthful.


I also stay young by the people    I touch or that touch me. I am touched by a second grader who wants her tooth pulled that is about to fall out, but who wants Brother Dee to be the dentist so she can get a treat. I am touched by the group hugs in the hall.


I stay young because I associate with the youth. Now let me tell you about the sixth sense.


It’s feeling within that God’s gift to children and his admonition to us is to be like a little child. To hear a child call out, “Hi, Brother Dee,” is more than a sound. The feeling of true love comes through.


Parents, you ought to be proud in a humble way of your children.    I am grateful to your for letting me share them with you.


Thank you for forty years of “Merry Christmases.”






































Our Christmas break is almost here. We hope all of you and your loved ones, whether nearby or far away, have the happiest of holidays and the greatest New Year. We will be on holiday break for 2 weeks. It’s a great time for kids to go sledding, have snowball fights, play like crazy and drive their parents bonkers. We look forward to 2009 and seeing all of our awesome students on Monday, January 5th.
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Pines Academy is very proud of our students. The Honor Toll for the 1st quarter of 2008-2009 has been posted with the names of 44 students in the 4th, 5th and 6th grades who have maintained a grade point average (GPA) of 3.33 or better. Congratulations to Maleta Jessop who topped the list with 4.20! Four other students were 4.0 or higher.


Keep up the good work!





The school web site has been updated!


It now includes a link to the School 


Handbook and the Year-at-a-glance


Calendar. Check it out at


www.pinesacademy.org




































































































































































I’M NOT POOR, I HAVE AT LEAST SIX CENTS (SENSE) TO SPEND FOR CHRISTMAS
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Student Writings
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In the first PE class of each month, the 5th and 6th graders have what is called “Personal Best Day.” On this day, we do our personal best in 6 categories: max push-ups, max sit-ups in one minute, mini-sprints, standing long jump, overreach (a stretching exercise,) and the half mile run. Personal Best Day helps people achieve their own records without worrying about other people’s records. I think that Personal Best Day is challenging and rewarding. I can work for and see my own improvement without comparing to someone else. Brother Jake displays the results so we can see our own progress. It depends on me. Anyone who wants to come to our PE class is welcome to set your own “personal best.”�


-Halee Jessop, 6th grade





Personal Best Day





Personal Best Day is always at the beginning of the month. Like the other article said, the 5ht and 6th graders have to do a lot of exercises. Personal Best Day is all about doing your best and trying to beat your score from the last month. It helps you learn that it’s about doing your best!! To keep trying ‘til you reach your goal and to NEVER GIVE UP!!!





-Rachael Bierer, 6th grade





Junior League


Many kids have signed up for the junior basketball leagues. Over the years this league has been an event to bring the community together.





Theodore Siphakis runs this exciting program. Last year we earned enough money to buy individual jerseys for each team. This event takes place in Pinesdale, Montana. The age limit is 5th -8th grades. This event begins on December 27th and runs through January. The reason we do this is because it’s fun for the kids and fun for the adults to watch.





-Maleta Jessop, 6th grade








Cinquain Poems from the 6th Grade





Snowfall,


Watch the flakes fly,


Children wear thick snow pants


and build a snowman in the yard;


Winter.


-Rachael Bierer





Presents…


Under the tree, 


Wrapped with bows and ribbons;


Children waiting for Christmas Day,


Many.


-Lorenzo Wissenbach





Christmas


A new bright star


It shines light on Jesus


Shepherds come to see their Savior


Noel


-Michelle Powell





Reindeer,


Filled stockings,


Santa ate the cookies


Then he added on a few pounds


Ho Ho.


-Bridger Palin





New Year’s


A beginning


It’s when you celebrate


Get your pots and pans and soup spoons


And bang!


-Kassia Herbert





Snowboard


Free gravity


Steep white hill to go on


Messy wipeout can be pure fun.


Downhill.


-Jared Allred





Snowing,


Small white flakes float


Silently to the ground


Building snowmen and throwing balls


Winter.


-Shiloh Venema





Present


Cool stuff inside


With nice wrapping paper


Rip it open with no mercy


Awesome!!!


-Jaden Jessop














































































































Upcoming Events


3rd & 4th Grade Concert, Friday, Dec. 19th @ 6:30 in the chapel.


No School –December 22 through January 2. (Christmas Break) 


Classes resume Monday January 5th.
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Student Writings continued





StudeNt 








"The child must know that he is a miracle, that since the beginning of the world there hasn't been, and until the end of the world there will not be, another child like him."





-Pablo Casals





Zion


What the city of Zion had is love. Another thing they had was no poor people, and it was peaceful. All the people that lived there were healthy, the way I try to be like. Zion is to help people in need, and give people food if I have more than what I need. Zion is the city God loved very much. The city of Zion is a much different city than our city. Zion is a very righteous place, which is why God lifted it up to heaven. I want our city to be more like Zion so God could bring Zion back to earth.


-Marvin Reynoso, 4th grade, 


Room 26











I think Zion will be the best place in the amazing galaxy. I wish I could live there with God for the rest of my life. I want to mind his commandments so I can be with him again. I love him more than anything else, I promise. I hope there will be no more poor. I hope everybody will be peaceful. I will be like Jesus and I will love one another.


I wish I could get everybody in the world and all the animals then put them in Zion and God would teach everybody to believe that Heaven was real. Jesus Christ would help him bring us together. Then he (God) would take us all up to the wonderful place called Heaven.





-Scotty Jessop, 4th grade, 


Room 26





For a winter vacation go to the sandpit in Pinesdale. But grab your sled first and be ready for the funnest snow trip ever. Here are the directions:


Starting from the Pinesdale sign go straight. When you go past the school you come to an intersection and turn left (up.) Then you go halfway up the hill and there is another road leading off the hill. You turn on the road and go straight until you come to a small gate. Behind the small gate is the sandpit.


The sandpit is fun, cool, and sandy. In the winter it is full of snow and lots of people go there to sled. One of the groups of people that go there is the youth. The youth is a group of people age 12 and up that do activities. You can go sledding there in the winter or in the summer ride four-wheelers up the hills. Whoever comes should bring a friend or family. It is as fun as Silverwood.





-Carolyn Jessop, 4th grade


Room 26





















































































































































